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Forty-five years ago, the Porsche 928 celebrated its world premiere at the 1977 Geneva
Motor Show. A groundbreaking model, the 928 mixed effortless performance with
refinement, thanks to its mighty and characterful V8 engine – making it the first road-
going Porsche with eight-cylinder power.

Ever since the introduction of the 928, the V8 engine has been the beating heart of
many of our most powerful and exciting road vehicles – the 918 Spyder, multiple
generations of Panamera and Cayenne models and most recently the Cayenne Turbo
GT.

On the track, the RS Spyder was powered by a V8 and – as we look to our immediate
future – the all-new Porsche LMDh challenger currently under development will be
powered by a cutting edge, turbocharged hybrid V8. On a special anniversary, a chance
to revisit the past, celebrate the present and look a little way into the future of the
Porsche V8.
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Past

After its reveal in Geneva, the 928 went on to win the European Car of the Year award –
to this day, the only sports car to win that title – and sold over 61,000 units globally.
The front mounted V8 engine lived in all iterations of the 928 and enhanced the superb
engineering, new design and high level of performance found in the sports coupe.

Porsche V8 engines also claimed victories on some of the world’s most unforgiving
proving grounds – from the Cayenne S speeding over the dunes of the Transsyberia
Rally to the RS Spyder racing across the finish line for class victories at Sebring and Le
Mans.
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918 Spyder

The RS Spyder regularly challenged high power entries in the American Le Mans Racing
Series from 2006 – 2008, surprising the motorsport world with an outright victory at the
2008 12 Hours of Sebring. Porsche engineers designed the 3.4-liter 90-degree V8
completely from scratch and it was a key factor in the great success of the RS Spyder
over its lifespan.

The RS Spyder subsequently led to Porsche’s first modern-day supercar – the 918
Spyder. The 918 Spyder utilized a hybrid powertrain and motorsport technology– an
electric motor plus a high-revving naturally aspirated V8 engine inspired by the one in
the RS Spyder race car – beginning a new era of performance hybrids. This technology
also transferred to current day hybrid models of the Cayenne and Panamera to further
enhance the performance and efficiency of the V8 engine alongside their battery
electric motor.

Present

A V8 engine lives in seven current Porsche models:

Panamera GTS
Panamera Turbo S
Panamera Turbo S E-Hybrid
Cayenne GTS
Cayenne Turbo
Cayenne Turbo S E-Hybrid
Cayenne Turbo GT
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Panamera GTS

Like the 918 Spyder, the powertrains found in the Panamera Turbo S E-Hybrid and
Cayenne Turbo S E-Hybrid, which are engineered in Weissach and built in
Zuffenhausen, all seamlessly combine hybrid technology with a powerful and
melodious V8 engine to create a fast, efficient and responsive street vehicle equally
capable of smile-inducing jaunts on a favorite country road or comfortably driving to
dinner.

The Cayenne Turbo GT, the new top of the Cayenne model range, proved itself on the
legendary Nürburgring Nordschleife with an impressive lap time, and SUV lap record, of
7:38.9 minutes, not to mention with a highly engaging driving experience never before
witnessed in an SUV.
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Cayenne Turbo GT

The post Porsche Celebrates 45 Years of the 928 and V8 engines first appeared on 9
Magazine.
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